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IIT alumni set up website to help GATE aspirants prepare for 

online exam 

Written by Anuradha Mascarenhas | Pune | January 27, 2014 10:49  

With  an approximate 10 lakh students set to appear for the Graduate Aptitude Test in Engineering, beginning 

February 2, many are unsure of their performances as the paper based test pattern has been shifted to computer 

based online exam. 

Keeping this in mind, a number of IIT alumni and students have come forward to start an initiative to resolve 

this problem. www.testbook.com is an online portal, designed similar to the actual exam interface, which gives 

GATE aspirants an opportunity to prepare themselves both academically and technically by being acquainted 

with the current pattern and appearing for more than 30 time bound online tests, and overcome the fear of online 

examination. 

Says Ashutosh Kumar, former IITian from Mumbai and co founder of the  website said it is completely free and 

covers all the chapters pertaining to a course, All tests have been carefully designed by GATE toppers, keeping 

in mind the exam pattern. Practice tests of different time lengths have been provided for systematic preparation 

and detailed solutions have been provided to brush up and strengthen the concepts. 

Graduate Aptitude Test in Engineering (GATE) is an all India examination conducted through the constitution 

of eight zones (7 IITs and IISc, Bangalore). The score is used for admissions to post-graduate engineering 

programmes in Indian higher education institutes with financial assistance provided by MHRD and other 

Government agencies. The score may also used by some Public sector units for employment screening 

purposes. 

A total of 12,00,728 candidates registered for GATE 2013 and 9,84,855 candidates (82.02%) appeared for the 

exam, of which 1,36,699 (13.88%) qualified GATE 2013. Female candidates comprised 39.75% of the total 

registrants while male candidates comprised 60.25%. . 

The website has a  user-friendly test-taking interface designed to prepare aspirants for online examination by 

familiarizing them with various tools that will come handy on test day to overcome the fear of online 

examination and save time, says Kumar. Time devoted, and accuracy on each question and scores on all tests 

are compared with all others appearing for the same, and Rank, Percentile etc. are calculated on all tests. As 

thousands of GATE aspirants have already registered on the website, a thorough analysis is provided at various 

stages to track performance by comparing the result with aspirants from all over India and a portfolio is created 

to assess continuous improvement. 

Students can also follow one another to compare their preparation and create competitive environment. “We 

already have 3-400 new aspirants joining the website daily,”he said. 

CBI Files Impleading Petition in IIT-M Staff Recruitment Case  

By D Suresh Kumar - COIMBATORE  

Published: 27th January 2014 08:30 AM  http://www.newindianexpress.com/states/tamil_nadu/CBI-Files-

Impleading-Petition-in-IIT-M-Staff-Recruitment-Case/2014/01/27/article2022134.ece  
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The Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) has filed an impleading petition in the Madras High Court stating 

that it was unable to proceed with its probe into alleged irregularities in past recruitment of faculty at the IIT 

Madras due to a stay order granted in September 2013 without its knowledge. 

On July 25 last year, Justice Nagamuthu of the High Court while passing orders on a petition filed by an IIT 

(Madras) faculty W B Vasantha directed the CBI to enquire into the correctness and legality of the 

appointments made to different faculty positions in the institute from 1995 to September 26, 2000. 

Acting on this direction, the CBI Anti-Corruption Bureau in Chennai had registered a case on August 28 last 

year against the then Chairman and Board of Governors and then Director of IIT-M under Sections 120 B 

(criminal conspiracy) of IPC reading with 13(1) (d) of the Prevention of Corruption Act. The IIT-M 

subsequently filed a petition seeking a stay on the CBI probe ordered by Justice Nagamuthu. 

Significantly, the IIT Madras did not list the CBI as a respondent in the petition due to which it was not made a 

party to the case. On September 13, 2013, a division bench comprising then Acting Chief Justice Rajesh Kumar 

Agrawal and Justice M Sathyanarayanan stayed the CBI probe by an interim order. Hence the CBI represented 

by Additional Superintendent of Police S Jaikumar, the investigation officer in the case, has filed an impleading 

petition. 

In his affidavit filed last week, Jaikumar submitted that the charge against the accused persons was that they had 

committed criminal misconduct by abusing their official position. In furtherance to a criminal conspiracy, in the 

matter of selection held for faculty position of Associate Professor and Professor in 1995 and 1996, they 

constituted selection committees which had no validity. The selection committee selected two applicants S G 

Kamath and A Rangan for appointment as associate professors in the Mathematics Department. Though 

Vasantha was eligible for the post she was not selected. 

The court had, however, expanded the scope of probe to recruitments conducted up to September 2000. 

Deakin University ties up with IIT Madras 

T. E. Raja Simhan, Chennai, Jan 27:   http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/news/deakin-university-ties-up-with-iit-

madras/article5623028.ece  

Deakin University, Australia, has broadened its research link in India through a new partnership with Indian 

Institute of Technology Madras (IITM). 

Ten students undertaking higher degrees by research will collaborate on materials, engineering and 

manufacturing projects under a memorandum of understanding signed by Deakin Vice-Chancellor Jane den 

Hollander and IIT Madras Director Bhaskar Ramamurthi. 

Under the MoU, five students from each institution will be enrolled in the joint PhD supervision programme. 

All the ten students will be based at IIT Madras. 

The Deakin-enrolled students will be eligible for a three-year fee waiver, an opportunity to study in Australia 

for three to six months and financial assistance with international conference presentations. 

Similarly, IITM-enrolled students will receive scholarships and benefits to be determined by the institution, says 

a joint press release. 
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